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Mission: To increase public 
awareness    and provide technical 
assistance in conserving our soil, 
water, and other  natural resources. 

 
 

 
 
 

All SWCD & NRCS programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis, without regard to  
race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, or handicap 
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UPDATES FROM NRCS 
Timira Lockheart, Resource Conservationist 

 
Howdy to all of Perry County! 
 

There are a few updates that I’d like to give regarding our programs and the Emergency Conservation 
Program from the Farm Service Agency. 
 

First, I’ll touch on the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP).  The sign up for the program is now 
open until December 24, 2024.  The program focuses on-building water systems that have failed due 
to the current extreme drought conditions; the practices offered include wells, spring development, 
pipeline, etc.  To be considered eligible for the program, you must have a failed water source on your 
ground and have an established customer profile over at the Farm Service Agency.  The NRCS will 
assist with the program in completing field visits and providing the engineering plans for the practices 
that have been deemed feasible after the initial visit.  To sign-up or receive more information, please 
contact the Fairfield-Perry County Farm Service Agency at (740) 653-1500 or visit them at 831 College 
Avenue STE A, Lancaster, OH  43130.  
 

A new Adjusted Gross Income form has also been released by the Farm Service Agency!  Please 
complete the form and return it to you local office to keep your eligibility up to date; if not, it may effect 
with payments and modifications! 
 

Next, I’ll give a couple of updates regarding NRCS programs.  Currently, we are accepting applications 
to be run in the 2025 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP); the sign-up cutoff date is on January 31, 2025.  We do have a lot of 
opportunities for funding with the inclusion of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) funds, so please come 
in to see your options within our programs.  To all the folks that have a current EQIP or CSP contract, 
it is now time to get your documentation together for the past year and submit to the office to start 
processing payments.  If you have any issues with your contract, please reach out the office and we 
can initiate modifications to better accommodate your needs.  This is our time to clean up and catch 
up on the status of all our contracts, so if you need any assistance, please contact the office. 
 

There is an upcoming event, the Ohio No-Till Conference on December 4, 20224 at the Der Dutchman 
Restaurant in Plain City, OH. Presale tickets are available on Eventbrite for $50.  The full address is 
as follows:  445 South Jefferson (US Route 42), Plain City, Ohio. 
 

Thank you all and I hope everyone enjoys the Christmas Season! 
 

Timira  
 

If anyone has any questions, please feel free to contact me: 
740-743-4045 (office) 
740-684-8793 (cell) 
timira.lockheart@usda.gov 

MERRY  
CHRISTMAS 

& 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

FROM  
PERRY SWCD  

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
AND  

STAFF 

http://www.perryswcdohio.org/


 

 
 
 
 
                                           
                                           
                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 

 

 

 
         "Service with Brilliance" 

 

 
Visit us on line @ www.psbohio.com 

740-342-5111 
Member   

FDIC                           
 

 

We help rural residents 
build, farms grow, and 
businesses expand 

 

 

 

  
  

              

          Shaw Ag Equipment 
 

 KRAUSE   H&S   VERMEER 

RHINO 

 7493 Rushcreek Rd 
Thornville, OH  43076 

Phone/Fax: (740) 536-7857 
 

    
 

J. KENNETH MILLER 
        6825 Rush Creek Road, NW 
             Somerset, Ohio  43783 
                   (740) 743-2775 

 

 

 

 

Millersport Agri Service 

The Hoover Family 

      

• Agriculture Equipment 

• Grain Storage 

• Handling & Drying Systems 

 

                     10221 Lancaster-Newark Road 

Millersport, OH 43046 

Phone/Fax (740) 467-2424 

 

Custom made Hydraulic Hoses 

 

PONDS & WATERWAYS  -  DITCH WORK 

FENCE ROWS CLEARED 

DITCHING MACHINE  -  FARM DRAINAGE 

WETLAND DEVELOPMENT 

      KULL EXCAVATING 
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 

740-225-2501   

   LOGJAM REMOVAL          TILE WORK 
  GRAVEL HAULING              LIME DELIVERY    

 

 

 

             

 
 

NEED TO ADVERTISE  
YOUR BUSINESS 

 
GIVE US A CALL 
(740) 743-1325 

BUSY FALL! 
 

It has been a busy fall for this ole’ Educator.  I wouldn’t have it any other way.   
 

Here are some photos of the activities that took place this fall. 
 

                            
 
 
 
 

             
 
 
 

                    
 
 
 
 

                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

New Lexington’s Mrs. Hopple’s 7th grade students visited several sites around Perry 
County to do water testing.  This group is doing a project about microplastics in our water 

Crooksville’s Mrs. Fox class participated in the 6th Grade Weathering and Erosion program.  Here 
they are doing weathering and erosion activities. 

Thornville’s Mrs. Fodor’s 4th graders learned about weathering/erosion and soil 
through a presentation and hands on activities. 

Crooksville’s Mrs. Davis’ 5th graders participated in the Wonders of Wildlife program 
where they learned about food webs, predator/prey relationships and adaptations.  



 
 

 

 

Auto – Home – Farm For Your 
Life - Business Peace of Mind 

 

Wichert Insurance 

104 N. Columbus St. 
Somerset, Ohio 43783 

Office: (740) 743-1822 Toll Free: 1-800-742-0188 
Fax: (740) 743-2694 

 

 

 

 

Kessler’s Auto Care 
5310 South Columbus Street 

PO Box 157 

740-743-1875 

 

Are You Interested 
In 

Dennis R. Kessler, Owner 
 

Call on us for all of your 
repair needs. 

FREE INSPECTION 

Serving Perry County for 
Over 30 years 

 

Computerized Wheel 
Alignment 

Custom Exhaust 
Brakes 

Tune-ups 
Services 
Shocks/Struts 

Advertising! 
Give us a call 
(740) 743-1325 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Rushcreek Feed & Supply Company, Inc. 
103 S. Broad St. Bremen, OH 43107 

Phone: (740)569-4105 Fax: (740) 569-9210 

 
ADM ALLIANCE NUTRITION 

MOORMANS-PURINA FEEDS-FENCE 

SEED-FERTILIZER-BAG-BULK-SPREADING 

WOOD PELLET FUEL 

 

 

 

Grading 

Waterways 

Ponds 

Ditch 

Work 

Ditcher 

Tile Plow 
Cell: 740-503-4079 

2225 Old Logan Road FREE 

Lancaster, Ohio 43130 ESTIMATES 

 

 

 

 

Masterson Veterinary Clinic 

300 North Drive 

Somerset, Ohio 43783 

(740)743-1426 

By Appointment 
"Caring for large and small animals since 

1950" 

 

    IF YOU ARE 

INTERESTED IN 

PLACING IN AD, 

CALL 

 (740) 743-1325 

 

 

 

 
Data valid: December 3, 2024 at 7 a.m. EST 
Intensity 
 None 
 D0 (Abnormally Dry) 
 D1 (Moderate Drought) 
 D2 (Severe Drought) 
 D3 (Extreme Drought) 
 D4 (Exceptional Drought) 
 No Data 
Authors 
United States and Puerto Rico Author(s): 
 
David Simeral, Western Regional Climate Center 
Pacific Islands and Virgin Islands Author(s): 
 
Denise Gutzmer, National Drought Mitigation Center 

Map released: Thurs. December 5, 2024 
Data valid: December 3, 2024 at 7 a.m. EST 
Intensity 

 None 
•  D0 (Abnormally Dry) 
•  D1 (Moderate Drought) 
•  D2 (Severe Drought) 
•  D3 (Extreme Drought) 
•  D4 (Exceptional Drought) 
•  No Data 

Authors 
United States and Puerto Rico Author(s): 

• David Simeral, Western Regional Climate Center 
Pacific Islands and Virgin Islands Author(s): 

• Denise Gutzmer, National Drought Mitigation Center 
 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About/ContactUs.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About/ContactUs.aspx


 

 

 

CONSERVATIONISTS’ CORNER 
 

One of the most important books of the 20th century would be “A Sand County Almanac” written by 
conservationist Aldo Leopold.  It is a collection of essays about the beauty and ecological importance 
of the natural world and emphasizing the importance of conservation and environmental ethics.  
 
Who is Aldo Leopold and how did he come up with this valuable piece of work. 
 
Aldo Leopold was called the “Father of Wildlife and the U.S. wilderness system.”  He was a 
conservationist, forester, philosopher, educator, writer, and outdoor enthusiast.  Leopold graduated 
from the Yale Forest School in 1909 and spent much of his youth observing, journaling, and sketching 
nature.  He enthusiastically pursued a career within the newly established United States Forest Service.  
Aldo worked in Arizona and New Mexico’s National Forests and then was promoted to supervisor of 
the Carson National Forest in New Mexico.  In 1924, he served an important role in turning the Gila 
National Forest into the nation’s first wilderness area.  That same year, he was transferred to Madison, 
Wisconsin where in 1933 published his first wildlife management textbook.  In 1935, Leopold and his 
family began experimenting in ecological restoration at an exhausted farm along the Wisconsin River.  
They planted thousands of pine trees and restoring prairies there. 
 
He wrote a great deal about what he learned and saw at “the Shack”.  He died of a heart attack on 
April 21, 1948, just one week after learning that his book, “A Sand County Almanac,” would be 
published.  With over 2 million copies in print, it remains one of the most respected and influential 
books about the environment. 
 

                    
 

                                                                                                                                                                                         

“Conservation is a state of Harmony 
between men and land.” 
 
“The oldest task in human history: to 
live on a piece of land, without 
spoiling it.” 
 
 

“Land is not merely soil, it is a 
fountain of energy flowing through a 
circuit of soils, plants, and animals.” 
 
“The first law of intelligent 
tinkering, is to save all the parts.” 
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